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Federation Aims 
What are we, as a Federation, working 
to achieve with your child? What is the 

end goal of our curriculum journey?

Pupils develop their understanding of key historical 
concepts such as continuity and change, cause and 
consequence, similarity and difference, and significance. 
These concepts help pupils make connections and 
identify patterns in history. 
  
Pupils use historical enquiry skills to examine a range of 
sources critically, ask questions, make judgments, and 
analyse the reliability of sources. 
  
Pupils know how Britain has influenced and been 
influenced by the wider world. Furthermore, they 
develop an understanding of world history, including the 
history of ancient civilisations, the expansion of empires, 
and the impact of non-European societies on the global 
historical landscape. 
  
Our curriculum fosters curiosity and critical thinking, 
inspiring pupils to ask perceptive questions and engage 
in discussions about historical interpretations. It supports 
pupils’ spiritual, moral, social and cultural development 
and their understanding of British values.  

Our learners enjoy their history lessons. These lessons 
are thoroughly planned to be engaging, purposeful and 
to meet the needs of all learners. Delivery is consistent 
across the Federation. 

Year 6 dress as evacuees as they learn about WWII 



National Curriculum 
Aims 

What are the national expectations, 
over the course of primary education?

We follow the National Curriculum Programme of Study 
for History. 

History in primary education focuses on developing 
pupils' understanding of the past, both locally and 
globally, through key historical events, people, and 
periods. Pupils are encouraged to explore historical 
changes and how these have shaped the present day. 
The curriculum emphasises historical enquiry, allowing 
children to ask questions and examine evidence to 
understand the past. It includes studying both British and 
world history, with topics such as ancient civilisations, the 
impact of different cultures, and significant historical 
figures. The aim is to inspire curiosity and foster a sense 
of identity and understanding of the world. 

A full version of the National Curriculum Programme of 
Study for History can be viewed at: 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/national-
curriculum-in-england-history-programmes-of-study 

The Early Years Foundation Stage (EYFS) Statutory 
Framework (March 2021) can be viewed at: 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/early-
years-foundation-stage-framework--2

Learning about Early Baghdad with a drama workshop in Year 6



Curriculum Intent: Part 1 
Which skills do we, as a Federation, aim 

to develop in History? What are we 
hoping children achieve by Year 6?

By the end of Year 6, we aim that children can: 

Understand chronology 
• Create detailed, annotated timelines that link events 

across different themes and regions. 
• Place key historical periods and events in a coherent 

chronological framework. 
• Understand and analyse the scale of time, comparing 

historical timescales. 

Talk like a historian 
• Discuss and evaluate historical events and their impact 

on the modern world. 
• Use a wide range of historical language to discuss 

continuity, change, and significance. 
• Engage in debates or discussions, using historical 

evidence to support arguments. 

Explain 
• Provide detailed explanations of causes and 

consequences, showing connections between events. 
• Explain continuity and change by analysing evidence 

and drawing conclusions. 
• Evaluate the significance of causes and consequences 

to explain why some are more important than others.



Curriculum Intent: Part 2 
Which skills do we, as a Federation, aim 

to develop in History? What are we 
hoping children achieve by Year 6?

By the end of Year 6, we aim that children can: 

Compare and contrast 
• Use a variety of sources (primary and secondary) to 

build a detailed understanding of historical events. 
• Critically evaluate sources for their reliability and 

usefulness. 
• Synthesise information from multiple sources to make 

well-supported historical conclusions. 

Use sources 
• Analyse connections between different historical 

events and explain their significance. 
• Compare and contrast events or people to evaluate 

their impact on history. 
• Use detailed comparisons to construct well-supported 

historical arguments. 

Carry out historical enquiry 
• Frame thoughtful, specific questions to carry out 

independent historical enquiries. 
• Evaluate the reliability, relevance, and bias of many 

sources critically and systematically. 
• Use evidence and logical reasoning to present well-

supported arguments and conclusions.

Our Black History curriculum includes learning about Nelson Mandela



Vision Statement 
Why are we teaching History, and why 

are we doing it this way?

At The Whitchurch CE Federation children enjoy learning 
about the past. They leave our school with a clear 
understanding of British history, ancient civilisations and 
non-European societies and how the past has influenced 
the present. They are able to apply their knowledge to 
different contexts to understand the connections 
between personal, local, regional, national and 
international history. By the end of Year 6, children have 
a conceptual understanding of key historical concepts 
such as continuity and change, cause and consequence, 
similarity, difference and significance. 
  
At every age, learners are encouraged to think and speak 
like a historian, use evidence to make historical claims, 
think critically and analytically, and understand why 
people have different opinions or viewpoints. They 
discuss the complexity of people’s lives, the process of 
change and the diversity of societies and beliefs whilst 
celebrating these differences. 
  
Our curriculum is designed based on the needs of our 
pupils and is reviewed regularly to ensure every pupil is 
given the opportunity to make progress and achieve. We 
use Quality First Teaching to ensure that disadvantaged 
pupils, pupils with SEND and higher attaining pupils are 
given the best opportunity to learn in a way which 
benefits them and enables them to achieve.

Children in Year 3 investigate Anglo-Saxon artefacts



Teaching 
How is it taught? What does it look like 

in a lesson, day-to-day?

Our History curriculum is progressive and relevant, with 
important concepts threaded through units throughout 
the school to develop children’s understanding of 
abstract terms.Each unit has a main enquiry question. 
Every lesson in the unit has a key question for the 
children to focus on which builds on their knowledge. 
High quality retrieval tasks check understanding 
throughout a topic, and an end of unit assessment, 
answering the main enquiry question for the unit, ensures 
that pupils have knowledge required for future learning.  
  
 Lessons should be engaging and interactive. Cross-
curricular skills (such as drama, art, reading, writing and 
digital technology) are very much encouraged. 

All history lessons are on Showbie and follow the same 
sequence which is provided in a skeleton of slides: 
• Sharing today’s outcomes and expectations 
• Sticky History (retrieval and recall opportunity) 
• Word Aware (vocabulary check) 
• Chronology check 
• Shared/echo read and main input 
• Explanation of task 
• Time to complete task 
• Assessment for/of learning e.g. quiz or exit ticket 

activity

Year 2 pupils visit Llangollen as part of their Canals topic 



Responding to Pupils’ 
Diverse Needs 

How do we meet the needs of our 
SEND/EAL learners?

At our school we teach History to all children, whatever 
their ability and individual need. This is in accordance 
with the school’s Curriculum Policy which aims to provide 
a broad and balanced education to all children. Through 
our history teaching, we provide learning opportunities 
that enable all pupils to make good progress. We strive 
hard to meet the needs of those pupils with special 
educational needs, those with disabilities, those with 
special gifts and talents, new arrivals and those learning 
English as an additional language, and we take all 
reasonable steps to achieve this. Teachers’ planning will 
set high expectations and provide opportunities for all 
pupils to achieve, so that everyone can take part in 
lessons fully and effectively. We follow a ‘low floor, high 
ceiling’ approach to task design and teachers will take 
specific action to respond to pupils’ diverse needs. 
  
Typical adaptations include but are not limited to: 
• Use of visuals e.g. pictures, cartoons or Widget key 

vocabulary 
• Differentiated tasks giving pupil personalised levels of 

challenge 
• Increased adult support for certain individuals or 

groups Flexible grouping, mixed ability pairs etc. 
• Use of assistive technology e.g. speech to text 

Year 5 use maths skills and digital technology to learn about the Mayans.



Leadership 
What will the Subject Leader and Senior 

Leadership Team do?

The Subject Leader for History is expected to maintain a 
high profile for the subject across the Federation. This 
includes monitoring and evaluating children’s work, 
providing support to colleagues, and ensuring teaching 
practices are effective and engaging. The Subject Leader 
plays a key role in staying informed about current 
developments, best practices, and new resources to 
enhance the history curriculum. 

Additionally, the Subject Leader offers creative ideas and 
teaching strategies to support year group teams when 
planning units of work. They suggest opportunities for 
integrating Cultural Capital, helping students gain a 
broader understanding of the world and diverse cultures, 
and encouraging engagement with various historical 
perspectives. 

The Subject Leader is responsible for renewing and 
developing long-term and medium-term plans, 
monitoring lesson plans to ensure alignment with the 
school’s goals, and liaising with staff to provide feedback. 
They also assess the effectiveness of history teaching, 
supporting teachers to implement best practices and 
ensuring consistent progress in pupils' historical 
understanding.

Year 3 pupils investigate how the Ancient Egyptians built the pyramids



Cultural Capital  
How will your child record their work in 

lessons?

Cultural Capital is the collection of skills and experiences 
which children need to help them thrive in the wider 
world. Our history provision aims to give the children a 
diverse set of encounters and skills which will be valuable 
to them long after they leave Year 6. 
  
These include: 
• Wider opportunities – Educational visits linked to our 

topics 
• Visitors coming into school to talk about history/re-

enact historical events or time periods 
• Special themed days based around history topics 
• Celebrating diversity – e.g. Black History week 
• Celebrating different cultures, traditions, and faiths 

through a diverse curriculum 
• Opportunities to discuss possible careers in history 
• Enhancing knowledge of our local area through local 

history units and visiting local museums 
  
We aim to provide at least one ‘WOW’ experience for 
each history unit, such as an engaging activity or event, 
to act as a ‘hook’ that sparks curiosity at the beginning of 
the topic. These experiences help foster a deeper 
understanding of historical topics by making them more 
tangible and relevant. By encouraging a wide range of 
cultural encounters, we prepare students to think 
critically and empathetically about the world.Year 4 pupils enjoy dressing as Vikings



Assessment and 
Reporting 

How will we assess your child’s 
progress, and what will we do with the 

data?

We have built multiple formative assessment opportunities 
into every History lesson. ‘Sticky History’ starters are used to 
improve retrieval of information across time and to identify 
gaps in learning. Most lessons also contain an opportunity for 
small group discussion or ‘think, pair, share’ activities to 
encourage critical thinking and peer evaluation. Each lesson 
ends with an assessment of learning. This may take a number 
of forms, for example: a quiz, an exit-ticket exercise, a 
discussion, or an extension question. Finishing the lesson, all 
pupils self-assess their Showbie assignments via emoji 
marking, in line with our school feedback policy. These 
opportunities are designed to identify gaps in pupils’ 
knowledge of specific content and concepts. Teachers draw 
valid inferences from formative assessment and can therefore 
meaningfully identify and address gaps in pupils’ knowledge. 
At the end of each unit, a whole lesson is dedicated to an 
assessment task. Pupils are expected to answer the unit’s Big 
Question by demonstrating their learning over the past few 
weeks.Recent examples include constructing dioramas, 
building a living museum, creating keynote presentations, 
holding class debates, making iMovies, and designing 
informative posters. 
We report progress in History to parents each year. This is 
done via annual reports. For ease of understanding and 
continuity across the curriculum, the pathway descriptors 
(Working Towards, Expected, and Greater Depth) are used. 

Year 3 visit a museum and march through the Roman city of Chester 


